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insect is eaten in the belief that it will be thus reborn as a
child.1 This last custom explains the widely diffused story
of virgins who have conceived by eating of a plant or an
animal or merely by taking it to their bosom.2 In all such
cases we may surmise that the plant or animal was thought
to contain the soul of a dead person, which thus passed into
the virgin's womb and was born again as an infant. Among
the South Slavs childless women often resort to a grave in
which a pregnant woman is buried. There they bite some
grass from the grave, invoke the deceased by name, and beg
her to give them the fruit of her womb. After that they
take a little of the mould from the grave and carry it about
with them thenceforth under their girdle.8 Apparently they
imagine that the soul of the unborn infant is in the grass or
the mould and will pass from it into their body.

Among the Kai of German New Guinea, " impossible
as it may be thought, it is yet a fact that women here and
there deny in all seriousness the connexion between sexual
intercourse and pregnancy. Of course most people are clear
as to the process. The ignorance of some individuals is
perhaps based on the consideration that not uncommonly
married women remain childless for years or for life. Finally,
the animistic faith contributes its share to support the

1 Census of India, 1901, voL xiii.
Central Provinces, Part L, Report, by
R. V. Russell (Nagpur, 1902), p. 93.

5 For stories of such virgin births
see Comte H. de Charency, Le folklore
dans les deux Mondes (Paris,   1894),
pp.  121 - 256;   E. S. Hartland,   The
Legend of Perseus, voL  i, (London,
1894) pp.  71 sqq.; and my note on
Pausanias vii, 17. n (voL iv. pp. 138-
140).    To the instances there cited by
me   add:   A.   Thevet,   Cosmographie
Unwerselle   (Paris,    1575),    ii.    918
[wrongly numbered 952]; K. von den
Steinenj     Unter   den    Naturvb'lkem
Zentral-Brasilicns (Berlin, 1894), pp.
370> 373; H. A. Coudreau, La France
EquinoxiaU^ ii. (Paris, 1887) pp. 184
sq.; Relations des Jesuites^ 1637, pp.
123  jy.   (Canadian   reprint,   Quebec,
1858); Franz Boas, Indianische Sagen
der Nord-PacifiscJien Kiiste Ame-
(Berlin, 1895), pp. 311 sq. ; A.

G. Morice, Au pays de I*Ours Noir
(Paris and Lyons, 1897, p. 153; A.
RafFray, " Voyage a la cdte nord de
la Nouvelle Guinde," Bulletin de la
Sorittt de Geographic (Paris), VIe Serie,
xv. (1878) pp. 392 sq.; J. L. van der
Toorn, " Het animisme bij den Minang-
kabauer der Padangsche Bovenlanden,"
Bijdragen tot de Taal- Land- en Volken-
kunde van Nederlandsch-Indie\ xxxix.
(1890) p. 78; E. Aymonier, "Les
Tchames et leurs religions," Revue de
FHistoire des Religionst xxiv. (1901)
pp. 215 sq. ; Major P. R. T. Gurdon,
The Khasis (London, 1907), p. 195.
In some stories the conception is
brought about not by eating food but
by drinking water. But the principle
is the same.
3 F.   S.   Krauss,  Situ und Brauck
der   Sud-Slaven   (Vienna,   1885),   p,
531-